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SYLLABUS 
 
 
TITLE: Contemporary Moral Conflicts 

CODE: TEO 228 

PREREQUISITE N/A 

CREDITS: 3 credits | 45 contact hours | 1 term 
 
 
DESCRIPTION 
The course seeks to address contemporary moral conflicts that call into question the 
relationship between science and spirituality in the human person. It examines the 
anthropological, scientific, and theological foundations that comprise the field of human 
dignity and its impact on the life of the human being. After defining basic concepts of 
moral theological thought, issues concerning conflicts between life and death are 
discussed, while contemporary bioethical perspectives are presented in the light of the 
magisterium of the Catholic Church. 
 
JUSTIFICATION 
Especially for professions related to Science and Health and, in general, for any 
professional, it is essential to be able to clearly handle criteria that help in making 
decisions on matters that concern their personal and collective life. In the face of the great 
moral challenges that the advances of science and technology pose to the individual and 
to contemporary society, it is essential to have the intelligence that, based on a profound 
spirituality, leads to the promotion of an integral humanism. As a Catholic institution of 
higher learning, and faithful to its mission, the university offers its students theological 
training according to the values of Christianity so that they may exercise their professions 
according to the highest moral standards.  
 
COMPETENCES 
The course develops the following competences in students: 

● Critical questioning  
● Ethical sense and social justice 
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OBJECTIVES 
After completion of the course, students will be able to: 

1. Explain the basic concepts of morality and their implication and integration into 
science and spirituality (faith). 

2. Express the need to humanize the new bio-scientific techniques based on a 
greater understanding of human life. 

3. Resolve contemporary moral conflicts about human life from criteria that come 
from both science and faith. 

4. Identify the impact on the integral human being of both legal and illegal 
medication. 

5. Review problems related to quality of life and the social sphere according to the 
criteria of Catholic morality. 

 
CONTENTS 

I. Understanding of Basic Concepts 
A. Concept of morality 
B. Moral structure of human beings 
C. Theories of moral development 
D. Ethics and bioethics 

1. Definition 
2. Delimitation 

E. Science and spirituality 
1. Autonomy, integration, and subordination of discourses 

II. The Beginning of Human Life 
A. Genetic planning for future or possible life 

1. Genetic code 
B. Embryo formation and origin of life 
C. Genetic engineering and gene therapies, mapping and sequencing of the 

human genome, genetic patents 
D. Cloning. Genetic manipulation 
E. Experimental science and ethics 

1. Ethical limits of scientific activity 
2. Certainties, conjectures, and probabilities 

F. Artificial procreation / artificially produced life 
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1. From the technical to the ethical 
III. Interrupted, Humanly Abbreviated Life or Early Death 

A. Abortions 
1. Types 
2. Problems 
3. Arguments 
4. Discussions 

B. Disabilities, abnormalities, mild and severe limitations 
C. Scientific interpretation of death 

1. Suicide 
2. Euthanasia or painless death 
3. The problem of “death with dignity” 

D. Intensive care, palliative medicine, care for dying patients 
IV. Medication and Other Substances 

A. Individual rights, social patterns, health, dependency, illness 
B. Ethical and moral legitimacy. Conflicts of interpretation 
C. Licensed drugs, prohibited drugs. The ends and the means 

V. Problems Related to Quality of Life and The Social Sphere 
A. The myth of overpopulation 

1. Birth control and moral responsibility 
B. Poverty 

1. Feeding 
2. Healthcare 
3. Ecological issues 

 
METHODOLOGY 
The following strategies from the active learning methodology are recommended: 

● Conferences & exhibitions 
● Project-based learning 
● Research-based learning 
● Problem-based learning 
● Discussion in forums, debates, or panels 
● Role playing 
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EVALUATION 
Compositions   20% 
Partial exams (2)  30% 
Oral presentations 10% 
Participation  15% 
Final exam  25% 
Total 100% 

 
LEARNING ASSESSMENT 
The institutional assessment rubric is applied to the course’s core activity. 
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Editorial@sannpablo-ssp.es  

For more information resources related to the course’s topics, access the library’s 
webpage http://biblioteca.sagrado.edu/ 

 
REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION 
For detailed information on the process and required documentation you should visit the 
corresponding office. To ensure equal conditions, in compliance with the ADA Act (1990) 
and the Rehabilitation Act (1973), as amended, any student in need of reasonable 
accommodation or special assistance must complete the process established by the Vice 
Presidency for Student Affairs. 

• Students participating in the Student Support Program (PAE, in Spanish) shall 
request their reasonable accommodation in PAE’s offices.  

• Students who do not participate in PAE shall request their reasonable 
accommodation at the Integral Wellness Center (Centro de Bienestar Integral, in 
Spanish). 

 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
This policy applies to all students enrolled at Universidad del Sagrado Corazón to take 
courses with or without academic credit. A lack of academic integrity is any act or 
omission that does not demonstrate the honesty, transparency, and responsibility that 
should characterize all academic activity. Any student who fails to comply with the 
Honesty, Fraud, and Plagiarism Policy is exposed to the following sanctions: receive a 
grade of zero in the evaluation and / or repetition of the assignment in the seminar, a 
grade of F (*) in the seminar, suspension, or expulsion as established in the Academic 
Integrity Policy effective in November 2022. 
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