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Description

In this course, students expand their oral and written communication skills in Portuguese.
At the same time, they deepen their knowledge of the history and culture of Portuguese-
speaking countries and communities. Linguistic aspects of the language are introduced
and practiced in an integrated manner through a wide variety of topics, readings, and oral
and written communication activities.

Justification

Puerto Rico’s position on the world stage is becoming increasingly prominent. For the
island to establish itself as a service-based economy—one that includes tourism,
education, and technology—it is important for Puerto Rican professionals to have
knowledge of and be able to express themselves well in multiple languages. Portuguese is
a language that shares common roots with Spanish and is spoken—in addition to Portugal
and Brazil—in various countries and regions around the world, including Africa, Asia, and
small Portuguese and Brazilian communities in the United States; therefore, it should be
included among the languages studied at the university. Students not only expand their
language skills but also broaden their understanding of a rich and diverse cultural world
and environment. Developing professionals with these skills will foster commercial and
cultural exchanges between Puerto Rico, Brazil, Portugal, and other Portuguese-speaking
communities, which will benefit the Puerto Rican economy and help forge bonds of
friendship among various peoples around the world.



COMPETENCIES

The course develops the following competencies in students:
e Communication
e Critical Thinking

OBJECTIVES
By the end of the course, students will be able to:
1. Understand spoken Portuguese in a variety of situations
. Read and understand texts of moderate difficulty

. Expand their basic vocabulary
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4. Pronounce and articulate the language clearly
5. Write simple essays
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. ldentify differences and similarities in the language across Portuguese-speaking
countries

7. Gain knowledge of the cultural, social, and historical aspects of Brazil, Portugal,
and other Portuguese-speaking regions.

Content

l. Travel and Correspondence
A. Introduction to the course
B. Travel vocabulary
C. Correspondence
D. The Present Subjunctive
E. The Present Subjunctive in Adverbial Clauses
F. Indefinite pronouns
lI.  Weather and the Environment
A. Means of Transportation
B. Vocabulary related to the weather and the environment
C. lIrregular verbs in the present subjunctive
D. The imperfect subjunctive
[ll.  Society
A. Society and Unemployment
B. The past participle
C. The compound past tense
D. The conditional mood
E. Idiomatic Expressions with the Verbs "dar" and "estar"



V. Daily Life
A. Irregular verbs in the present indicative
B. The indicative and subjunctive moods with relative pronouns
C. Review of the imperative mood
D. Word families
V. The Future
A. Expectations for the future: science and technology
B. Future Dreams
C. The Simple Future Tense
D. Direct and Indirect Object Pronouns
E. Prepositions and contractions
VI. Urban Life and Modality
A. Current Events
B. Traffic and Safety
C. The Use of Auxiliary Verbs: poder, precisar, dever, and ter
D. The passive voice
E. Proverbs and Sayings

METHODOLOGY

The following active learning strategies are recommended:

Flipped classroom

Collaborative learning (CL)

Role-playing

Challenge-based learning (CBL or ABDe)
Grammar and spelling exercises
Discussion forums

ASSESSMENT
Midterms 25%
Oral presentations 25%
Participation 10%
Hands-on experience (lab) 25%
Final Project 15%



Student Learning Assessment

The institutional assessment rubric is applied to the core activity of the course.
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OTHER RESOURCES

https://brasilescola.uol.com.br/portugues

https://www.dicio.com.br/ https://dicionario.priberam.org/online

https://portuguesnalinha.blogs.sapo.pt/tag/gram%C3%A1tica

You can find more information resources related to the course topics on the library’s website at
http://biblioteca.sagrado.edu/

Reasonable Accomodation

For detailed information on the process and required documentation, please visit the
appropriate office. To ensure equal opportunity, in compliance with the ADA (1990) and the
Rehabilitation Act (1973), as amended, any student who needs Reasonable Accomodation or
special assistance must complete the process established by the Vice-Presidency for
Academic Affairs.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
This policy applies to all students enrolled at the Universidad del Sagrado Corazén to take

courses with or without academic credit. A breach of academic integrity is any act or omission
that fails to demonstrate the honesty, transparency, and responsibility that should
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characterize all academic activity. Any student who violates the policy on honesty, fraud, and
plagiarism is subject to the following sanctions: a grade of zero on the assessment and/or
retaking of the seminar assignment; a grade of F(*) in the seminar; or suspension or
expulsion, as set forth in the Academic Integrity Policy document effective November 2022.
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