
Syllabus

Title: Reportage and Interpretive Genres

Code: PER 205

Prerrequisite: PER 111

CREDITS: 3 credits | 45 contact hours | 1 term

Description

This course focuses on the production of in-depth reports. Students research, examine, 
and present complex topics, providing analysis and context, explaining the significance 
and implications of events, and offering a more comprehensive view of the subject at 
hand. The course covers everything from gathering and evaluating sources to writing 
and structuring reports, taking into account best practices for adapting content to 
various platforms. In addition, students are introduced to other interpretive and opinion-
based texts, such as the interpretive interview, the feature story, the article, the column, 
and the editorial.

Justification

Journalism goes beyond the goal of simply reporting the news. Delving deeper into, 
analyzing, and contextualizing complex issues is an essential part of the journalistic 
practice. This practice requires not only the development of interpretive skills but also 
an understanding of—and the ability to apply—narrative elements that facilitate the 
effective communication of a message in a clear and engaging manner.

COMPETENCIES

The course develops the following competencies in students:
● Communication



● Research and Exploration

OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:

1. Identify the characteristics of feature articles and other interpretive 
texts, distinguishing them from news reports and opinion pieces.

2. Write feature stories with a clear and coherent central theme.
3. Use research strategies to identify, analyze, and verify sources.
4. Apply ethical criteria in the selection, research, and writing of feature stories, 

ensuring accuracy, balance, and respect for sources.
5. Incorporate diverse perspectives into the construction of feature stories, 

ensuring an equitable representation of voices and contexts within the 
narratives.

Content

I. The Feature Story Among Journalistic Genres

A. Differences between news, interpretive, and opinion journalism

B. Characteristics of the report, the profile, thefeatureand
other interpretive journalistic texts

II. The feature story as a reconstruction of the news

A. Function: To inform, describe, narrate, and investigate

B. Characteristics: Complexity, documentation, flexibility in form, byline, and 
the journalist’s voice

C. Types of reports: News, interpretive, investigative,
investigative, explanatory, scientific, etc.

III. Research and Sources for the Report

A. Searching for, selecting, and analyzing information

B. Types of sources

C. Profound interview techniques

D. Verification of information

IV. Narrative construction



A. Focus and central theme

B. Narrative Structures

C. Multimedia Production and Digital Formats

V. From Interpretation to Opinion

A. Opinion Piece

B. Column

C. Editorial

D. Review

METHODOLOGY

The following active learning strategies are recommended:

● Problem-Based Learning - PBL
● Research-Based Learning - RBL
● Design Thinking - DT

ASSESSMENT

Hands-on workshops 30%
Midterm Assignments 30%
Class Participation 10%
Final project 30%
Total 100%

Student Learning Assessment

The institutional assessment rubric is applied to the core activity of the course.
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You can find more information resources related to the course topics on the library’s 
website at http://biblioteca.sagrado.edu/

Reasonable Accomodation

For detailed information on the process and the required documentation, please visit 
the appropriate office. To ensure a level playing field, in compliance with the ADA 
(1990) and the Rehabilitation Act (1973), as amended, any student who needs 
Reasonable Accomodation or special assistance must complete the process 
established by the Vice-Presidency for Academic Affairs.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

This policy applies to all students enrolled at the Universidad del Sagrado Corazón to 
take courses with or without academic credit. A breach of academic integrity is any 
act or omission that fails to demonstrate the honesty, transparency, and responsibility 
that should characterize all academic activity. Any student who violates the policy on 
honesty, fraud, and plagiarism is subject to the following sanctions: a grade of zero on 
the assessment and/or having to redo the seminar assignment; a grade of F(*) in the 
seminar; or suspension or expulsion, as set forth in the Academic Integrity Policy 
document effective November 2022.
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