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Universidad del Sagrado Corazén

SYLLABUS
TITLE: Society and Culture of the U.S.
CODE: HIS 339
PREREQUISITE N/A
CREDITS: 3 credits | 45 contact hours | 1 term
DESCRIPTION

This course provides an overview of the historical and socio-cultural development of the
United States of America from its colonial origins to the present, with an emphasis on the
last century. The course analyzes the themes of colonial society and culture such as the
rise of the American nation, the Civil War, art, music, economic growth, industrial
progress, the labor movement, the Great Depression, World War Il, organized crime,
feminist clamor, the claims of ethnic and cultural minorities, the Cold War, technological
development, U.S. relations with the Caribbean, and the development of the Puerto Rican
community in New York.

JUSTIFICATION

The close ties that exist between Puerto Rico and the United States require ample
knowledge of the historical and socio-cultural events in the United States. Through the
study of the history and development of the society and culture of the United States,
students will be able to analyze and understand the formative processes of the American
people and positively integrate this knowledge into their professional life.

COMPETENCES
The course develops the following competences in students:

e Critical questioning
e Research and exploration
e Ethical sense and social justice



OBJECTIVES
After completion of the course, students will be able to:

1. ldentify the most significant processes and events in the historical, political,
economic, and sociocultural events of the United States.

2. Analyze the main formative processes of the society and culture of the United
States.

3. Relate political and economic growth to the cultural and social development of
the United States.

4. Explain the impact of U.S. society and culture on its global interrelationship.
5. Examine the main social protest movements in the United States.

6. Determine the situation of Puerto Rico and the Caribbean in the political,
economic, and cultural framework of the United States.

CONTENTS

|.  European Historical Background Prior to The Discovery of America: A
Geographical View of The United States

ll.  First Thirteen Colonies
lll. The “Revolutionary” War of Independence

IV. From The Confederate States of America to The Constitution of The United
States of America

V. A Time of Territorial and Economic Expansion
VI. The Civil War
A. The Nation divided into North and South
B. Consequences
C. The reconstruction of the South
VII. The Gilded Age
A. Westward expansion and Native Americans
B. The big monopolies
C. The Labor Movement
VIII. The United States in World War |
IX. The 1920’s and 1930’s
A. The Great Depression
B. Organized Crime
X. The United States in World War |l



Xl. The Cold War
A. Post-war economic and social development
B. New technologies
C. International Relations and the Wars in Korea and Viethnam
D. Cultural Revolution
E. Space Race
F. The feminist outcry
XIl. The Post-Cold War
A. Drug Trafficking and Terrorism
Military interventions in Iraq and Afghanistan
The grievances of ethnic and cultural minorities
U.S. Relations with Puerto Rico and the Caribbean
Nation divided?

moow

METHODOLOGY
The following strategies from the active learning methodology are recommended:

Flipped classroom

Lectures

Analysis of readings

Topic discussion

Use of resources on the Internet
Group work

Case analysis and discussion

EVALUATION

Partial assignments 20%
Compositions 30%
Final project or exam 25%
Participation 25%
Total 100%

LEARNING ASSESSMENT
The institutional assessment rubric is applied to the course’s core activity.
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For more information resources related to the course’s topics, access the library’s
webpage http://biblioteca.sagrado.edu/

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION

For detailed information on the process and required documentation you should visit the
corresponding office. To ensure equal conditions, in compliance with the ADA Act (1990)
and the Rehabilitation Act (1973), as amended, any student in need of reasonable
accommodation or special assistance must complete the process established by the Vice
Presidency for Student Affairs.
e Students participating in the Student Support Program (PAE, in Spanish) shall
request their reasonable accommodation in PAE’s offices.
e Students who do not participate in PAE shall request their reasonable
accommodation at the Integral Wellness Center (Centro de Bienestar Integral, in
Spanish).

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

This policy applies to all students enrolled at Universidad del Sagrado Corazdn to take
courses with or without academic credit. A lack of academic integrity is any act or
omission that does not demonstrate the honesty, transparency, and responsibility that
should characterize all academic activity. Any student who fails to comply with the
Honesty, Fraud, and Plagiarism Policy is exposed to the following sanctions: receive a
grade of zero in the evaluation and / or repetition of the assignment in the seminar, a
grade of F (*) in the seminar, suspension, or expulsion as established in the Academic
Integrity Policy effective in November 2022.
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