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SYLLABUS 

TITLE: Ecological Awareness, Inclusion, and Human Rights 

CODE: GSE 302 

PREREQUISITE: GSE 301 

CREDITS: 3 credits | 45 contact hours | 1 term 

DESCRIPTION 

In this course, students delve into the difficulties presented by the definition and 
implementation of peace and social justice. It addresses, in an interdisciplinary way, the 
issues of ecology, ethics, and social responsibility considering human diversity and its 
implications from the intersectionality of social categories. It concludes with the discussion 
and reflection on the importance of the preservation of Human Rights, current and future, 
through actions necessary to advance a project of social justice and peace.  

JUSTIFICATION 

The course enables students to know a structural approach on the construction of 
oppressive power relations, inequality, and social exclusion and to make an ethical 
analysis of the ecological crisis. By recognizing the structural roots of global social 
realities and their implications, students will be able to recognize the need for social 
responsibility and the defense of human rights as essential elements for the promotion of 
peaceful, inclusive, and eco-conscious societies. 

COMPETENCES 

The course develops the following competences in students:  

● Ethical sense and social justice 
● Communication  

OBJECTIVES 
After completion of the course, students will be able to: 
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1. Define concepts such as human diversity, oppression, discrimination, social 
exclusion, equity, solidarity, peace, and social justice.  

2. Explain the importance of ethics, social responsibility, and solidarity in the face of 
the diversity of social and environmental realities on the planet. 

3. Understand the challenges posed by the intersectionality of social categories for 
the achievement of equity, social justice, and respect for human rights.  

4. Demonstrate their role as agents of social change committed to actions to advance 
the scope of social justice and peace, the defense of human rights, and the 
preservation of the environment. 

CONTENTS 

I. Ethics and social responsibility 

A. Climate crisis and planetary bioethics  
B. The cry of the Earth and the poor 

1. Consumer society and biosphere pollution 
2. Global poverty and the universal destination of goods 

C. Imperatives of a planetary global ethic 
1. Ethics of ethical-political responsibility 
2. Ethics of detachment and solidarity 

 
II. Human diversity: Challenges and possibilities for social justice and peace 

A. Dialogue, respect, and recognition  
1. Attitudes, prejudices, and stereotypes 

B. Oppression and discrimination 
1. Power relations 
2. Violence  

C. Intersectionality of social categories 
1. Privileges and disadvantages for different groups 

D. Social inequality and equity 
1. Dimensions 
2. Theoretical orientations 
3. Social exclusion 

 
III. Economic, social, and cultural rights: promoting solidarity, justice, and peace 

A. Development of a dignified life 
B. Solving food, demographic, educational, and ecological problems  
C. The environment and peaceful coexistence 
D. Right to self-determination and economic and political independence  



 

3 

E. National and cultural identity  
 
IV. Possibilities to advance a project of social justice and peace 

A. Public policies as instruments for social change  
1. Defense of acquired rights  
2. Development of inclusion mechanisms 

B. Conflict resolution and peace studies 
C. National and international organizations 

1. Amnesty International 
2. United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO) 
3. Other 

METHODOLOGY 
The following strategies from the active learning methodology are recommended: 

● Flipped classroom- critical analysis of readings 
● Role playing- debates and representations 
● Collaborative learning 
● Implementation of graphic organizers: maps, timelines, etc. 
● Critical analysis of assigned readings 

EVALUATION 
Compositions: personal reflections  35% 
Partial assignments                                    30% 
Participation                15% 
Final project or exam                         25% 
Total                    100% 

LEARNING ASSESSMENT 

The institutional assessment rubric is applied to the course’s core activity. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
¿Por qué la guerra? Correspondencia entre Albert Einstein y Sigmund Freud(*). (2018, 

May 22). http://revistainterrogant.org/por-que-la-guerra-correspondencia-entre-

albert-einstein-y-sigmund-freud/  

http://revistainterrogant.org/por-que-la-guerra-correspondencia-entre-albert-einstein-y-sigmund-freud/
http://revistainterrogant.org/por-que-la-guerra-correspondencia-entre-albert-einstein-y-sigmund-freud/
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https://doi.org/10.25058/1794600X.34
http://www.corteidh.or.cr/tablas/r28614.pdf
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https://www.theguardian.com/business/2019/jan/21/world-26-richest-people-own-as-much-as-poorest-50-per-cent-oxfam-report


 

5 

Gleeson, K. (n.d.). Worldwide Influence of The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

and The International Bill of Rights. http://www.universalrights.net/main/world.htm  

Graciano, Á. (2013, January 4). Los derechos humanos de tercera y cuarta generación. 

http://www.encuentrojuridico.com/2013/01/los-derechos-humanos-de-tercera-

y.html  

Greenberg, J., Kosloff, S. (2008). Terror management theory: Implications for 

understanding prejudice, stereotyping, intergroup conflict, and political attitudes. 
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Groody, D. G. (2009). Globalización, espiritualidad y justicia. Verbo Divino. 
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los-derechos/  
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http://www.encuentrojuridico.com/2013/01/los-derechos-humanos-de-tercera-y.html
https://www.opendemocracy.net/es/la-promocion-de-la-justicia-social-traves-de-los-derechos/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/es/la-promocion-de-la-justicia-social-traves-de-los-derechos/
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acercamiento interdisciplinario. Publicaciones Puertorriqueñas. 

Sen, A. (2009). The idea of justice. Harvard University Press. 

Snyder, C., Peeler, J., & May, D. (2008). Combining Human Diversity and Social Justice 
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http://www.80grados.net/derecho-a-tener-derechos/
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ELECTRONIC RESOURCES 

How equal do we want the world to be? You'd be surprised (TED Talk): 

https://www.ted.com/talks/dan_ariely_how_equal_do_we_want_the_world_to_be

_you_d_be_surprised  

Equidad (documental): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYTeaQNYgXI 

Diversidad Humana (video): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2uLZljhTwJc 

Diversidad Social (video): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ah-mnLIxWQ0  

Declaración Universal de Derechos Humanos.: http://www.un.org/es/documents/udhr/  

Organización de las Naciones Unidas para la Educación, la Ciencia y la Cultura: 

https://es.unesco.org/  

Constitutional Law & History Research Guide - Georgetown University School of Law: 

http://www.law.georgetown.edu/library/research/guides/constitutionallaw.cfm    

International humanitarian law - Cornell Law School: 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/International_humanitarian_law  

Definición de derechos humanos: http://www.derechos.net/links/esp/ong/todas.html  

La necesidad de la justicia social - Organización Mundial del Trabajo: 

https://www.ilo.org/global/standards/introduction-to-international-labour-

standards/need-for-social-justice/lang--es/index.htm  

 
For more information resources related to the course’s topics, access the library’s 
webpage http://biblioteca.sagrado.edu/  
 

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/dan_ariely_how_equal_do_we_want_the_world_to_be_you_d_be_surprised
https://www.ted.com/talks/dan_ariely_how_equal_do_we_want_the_world_to_be_you_d_be_surprised
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYTeaQNYgXI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2uLZljhTwJc
http://www.un.org/es/documents/udhr/
https://es.unesco.org/
http://www.law.georgetown.edu/library/research/guides/constitutionallaw.cfm
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/International_humanitarian_law
http://www.derechos.net/links/esp/ong/todas.html
https://www.ilo.org/global/standards/introduction-to-international-labour-standards/need-for-social-justice/lang--es/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/standards/introduction-to-international-labour-standards/need-for-social-justice/lang--es/index.htm
http://biblioteca.sagrado.edu/
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REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION  

For detailed information on the process and required documentation you should visit the 
corresponding office. To ensure equal conditions, in compliance with the ADA Act (1990) 
and the Rehabilitation Act (1973), as amended, any student in need of reasonable 
accommodation or special assistance must complete the process established by the Vice 
Presidency for Academic Affairs 

ACADEMIC HONESTY, FRAUD, AND PLAGIARISM 

Any student who fails to comply with the Honesty, Fraud, and Plagiarism Policy is 
exposed to the following sanctions: receive a zero in the evaluation and/or repetition of 
the assignment, an F(*) in the course, suspension, or expulsion as established in the 
document Política de Honestidad Académica (DAEE 205-001) effective in August 2005.  
 
 
All rights reserved | Sagrado | August 2020 | Translated September 2022 
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