
 

SYLLABUS 

TITLE:   Reading Seminar 

COURSE CODE:  GCM 110 

PREREQUISITE:  N/A 

CREDITS:   3 credits | 45 contact hours | 15 laboratory hours | 1 term 

 

DESCRIPTION 

The Reading Seminar is a required course for first-year students at Universidad del Sagrado 

Corazón, designed to foster a curiosity for reading and to develop effective dialogue skills and 

written reflection. Through the analysis and discussion of selected critical and literary texts, 

students engage in substantive conversations that explore cultural, social, and philosophical 

themes. The Language Laboratory, integrated directly into the course, reinforces communication 

skills, including writing, revision, and grammatical accuracy, providing additional practice that 

consolidates learning in an immersive environment. 

RATIONALE 

This course promotes the practice of dialogue as an essential tool for building democratic 
communities, where respectful communication and active listening enable the exchange 
of diverse ideas. By bringing students together weekly to share reflections on books, 
authors, and different intellectual traditions, the seminar cultivates an intellectual 
community that goes beyond literary reading to foster a deeper understanding of the 
human experience. Students will develop their capacity for critical thinking and empathy 
toward the perspectives of others, becoming more perceptive and empathetic readers—
an outcome that enriches not only their academic lives, but also their participation in 
society. 

TEXT SELECTION 

Each year, the President and Provost of the University will select five texts to be read and 

discussed in this Reading Seminar. This list will be published under the title First-Year Readings 

and will incorporate recommendations from deans and faculty. The Madre María Teresa Guevara 



Library will have copies of all selected texts available. 

COMPETENCIES 

This course develops the following competencies in students: 

● Communication 
● Critical Thinking 

OBJETIVES 

Upon completing this course, students will be able to: 
 

1. Read and analyze a variety of genres and approaches to thought, from literary to critical 

texts, with the goal of better understanding the impact of literature and ideas on 

contemporary society. 

2. Interpret and analyze literary and critical texts, identifying their central themes, structure, 

cultural and social context, and the literary devices employed. 

3. Participate respectfully in group discussions, using critical analysis of texts as the basis 

for sharing ideas, listening actively, and building meaningful conversations. 

4. Write clearly and coherently about assigned readings, developing the ability to synthesize, 

evaluate, and critically reflect on the ideas presented. 

5. Appreciate and reflect on the diverse perspectives, cultures, and contexts represented in 

the texts, fostering empathy toward the human experiences depicted in both literary and 

critical works. 

6. Improve grammatical accuracy, writing quality, and written expression, using the tools 

provided by the Language Laboratory to refine language skills in an immersive 

environment. 

7. Use dialogue as a fundamental tool for the exchange of ideas in academic and social 

settings, contributing to the development of a democratic and pluralistic educational 

community. 

 

 

 

 



CONTENT 

I. Introduction to basic concepts about language and its roles in communication and 
text comprehension. 

A. Definition and function of language: language as a tool for communication, 
expression, and knowledge. 

B. Jakobson’s functions of language: referential, conative, expressive, 
metalinguistic, poetic, and phatic. 

C. Language as a means of constructing meaning in different contexts (social, 
cultural, political). 

D. The relationship between language and power: how language can reflect 
and construct power structures in society. 

 
II. Critical texts and literature: understanding their role in knowledge construction and 

social reflection. 
A. Definition of critical texts: academic articles, essays, reviews, and other 

texts that analyze, interpret, or evaluate other works. 
B. The function of critical texts in academia and society: enabling in-depth 

analysis and reflection on specific topics. 
C. What is literature: literary genres such as narrative, poetry, and drama. 
D. The relationship between literature and society: how literature reflects, 

challenges, and transforms social, cultural, and political realities. 
E. Literature as art versus literature as a medium of communication. 

 
 

III. How to Read Critically 
A. Critical reading strategies: pre-reading, close reading, and detailed 

analysis. 
B. Identifying the key elements of a text: purpose, audience, theme, style, and 

structure. 
C. Analyzing the author’s perspective and arguments: how cultural, historical, 

and social context shapes writing. 
D. Developing critical questions about the text: What is being said? How is it 

said? Why is it said? 
E. Evaluating the effectiveness of the text: how well it achieves its objectives. 

 
 

IV. Reading to Dialogue 
A. Pluralistic dialogue as a tool for the exchange of ideas: the importance of 

listening to diverse perspectives. 
B. Techniques for effective dialogue: active listening, respect for others’ 



opinions, and building responses grounded in textual analysis. 
C. The role of disagreement in discussion: how to handle differences of opinion 

constructively. 
D. The importance of context in dialogue: recognizing how topics are 

understood differently across cultures, values, and beliefs. 
E. Practical group dialogue exercises: discussion of literary and critical texts, 

and formulation of questions that encourage reflection. 
 
 

V. Reading to Write 
A. Academic writing strategies: how to organize ideas clearly and coherently. 
B. Writing summaries and analyses: synthesizing assigned readings and 

clearly expressing their main points. 
C. Using quotations and textual evidence: supporting one’s ideas with direct 

citations from the texts. 
D. Writing personal reflections: connecting the content of the text to personal 

experiences and one’s own thinking. 
E. Argumentative writing: constructing an essay that goes beyond summary to 

analyze and argue about the text. 
F. Revision and proofreading: improving writing through critical review and 

feedback. 
G. Integrating the writing process: planning, drafting, revising, and editing. 

 
 
Throughout the semester, the content from Units I–V will be applied iteratively to the 
course texts. Each reading will be accompanied by a small-group discussion of the 
perspectives presented. Students will then write an individual essay on the text, followed 
by a full-class discussion in which each student shares their reading perspective, and 
dialogue is encouraged. 
 

METODOLOGY 

Se recomiendan las siguientes estrategias de la metodología de aprendizaje activo: 

● Communicative language teaching 
● Task-based instruction 
● Content-based instruction 
● Cooperative learning 
● Blended learning 



● Process writing approach 
● Flipped classroom 

 

EVALUATION 

Partial assignments (dialogue participation and essays)      30% 
Oral presentations 30% 
Immersion experience 30% 
Final project  10%  
TOTAL 100% 

  

LEARNING ASSESSMENT 

The institutional assessment rubric is applied to the central activities of the course. 
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Additional information resources related to course topics can be found on the library 
website: http://biblioteca.sagrado.edu 
 
REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION 
For detailed information on the process and required documentation, students must visit 
the appropriate office. To ensure equal conditions, in compliance with the ADA (1990) 
and the Rehabilitation Act (1973), as amended, any student who requires reasonable 
accommodation services or special assistance must complete the process established 
by the Vice Presidency for Academic Affairs. 
 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

This policy applies to all students enrolled at Universidad del Sagrado Corazón in credit 
and non-credit courses. An act of academic dishonesty is any action or omission that fails 
to demonstrate the honesty, transparency, and responsibility expected in all academic 
activities. Any student who violates the policy on honesty, fraud, and plagiarism may face 
the following sanctions: a grade of zero on the assessment and/or repetition of the 
assignment in the seminar; a grade of F(*) in the seminar; suspension or expulsion, as 
established in the Academic Integrity Policy document, effective November 2022. 
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