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SYLLABUS 
 
 
TITLE: Nature, Needs, and Technological Assistance of the Exceptional 

Student 

CODE: EDU 306C 

PREREQUISITE EDU 205, EDU 226, and EDU 301 

CREDITS: 3 credits | 45 contact hours | 1 term1 
 
 
DESCRIPTION 
This course presents an overview of the different exceptionalities and the behavioral and 
learning characteristics of each condition. The course includes the evaluation and 
diagnosis from clinical and psychoeducational perspectives. Prevention, early 
intervention, and transition services. Collaborative approach of school, home, and 
community. Teaching methods, options for placement, and use of assistive technology 
and inclusion. Federal and state laws for people with disabilities. Public and private 
agencies to help this population. The course requires the students’ active participation in 
clinical experience activities, related to their level of teaching, outside course hours and 
the university campus. 
 
JUSTIFICATION 
Recent reforms in the area of special education have made clear the rejection of 
diagnostic classifications and their negative effects on students. This has led 
professionals in special education and related areas to implement systemic approaches 
aimed at deepening in the interaction of the student with his or her social and educational 
environment. The guideline has been set for the development of holistic integrative 
strategies aimed at the school, family, and community, since the student does not function 
in a vacuum. This involves adapting the school system as a whole to the special 
educational needs of all pupils. This perspective is directed towards the development of 
an inclusive school and an inclusive society. Prospective teachers need to participate in 
volunteer service experiences, teamwork, and familiarize themselves with community 
support networks. This will promote a change in attitudes for the benefit of students with 

 
1 The course requires hours of clinical experiences in educational centers.  
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special educational needs. The community engagement component of this course allows 
students to engage in real work situations set up to serve the needs of the community. 
These experiences facilitate the development of an ethic of service to the community and 
a sense of coexistence and social responsibility, while strengthening leadership, 
empathy, self-esteem, and self-confidence in decision-making in problem solving and 
collaborative and teamwork skills. 
 
COMPETENCES 
The course develops the following competences in students: 

● Communication 
● Critical questioning 
● Ethical sense and social justice 
● Research and exploration 

 
OBJECTIVES 
After completion of the course, students will be able to: 

1. Critically analyze articles on controversial issues in society and in schools that 
impact special education. 

2. Integrate theory and practice through their participation in educational 
community projects relevant to their discipline. 

3. Critically analyze the problems of special education in the learning community. 
4. Know the federal and state laws that benefit special education and discuss the 

procedures to be followed in the evaluation of exceptionality and inclusion. 
5. Describe the different exceptionalities, the causal factors, the particular 

characteristics, and the implications in the learning of each student with each 
exceptionality. 

6. Explain the possible impacts of an exceptionality on the student’s learning, on 
family dynamics, and on the community. 

7. Demonstrate the ability to integrate the objectives of the Individualized 
Educational Plan (IEP) and FIP into instructional activities and daily classroom 
routine. 

8. Identify curricular adaptations and available technological assistance that 
respond to the educational needs of the exceptional student. 

9. Recognize existing technological resources to support the population with 
special needs. 
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CONTENTS 
I. Introduction To The Nature, Needs And Technological Assistance Of The 

Exceptional Student 
A. Education as a fundamental human right and the exercise of social justice 

and equity 
B. Context of education in Puerto Rico 

II. Introduction: Key Concepts 
A. Special education 
B. Diversity 
C. Impediment 
D. Exceptional child 
E. Incidence 

1. Prevalence 
F. Inclusion 
G. Technological assistance 
H. Intelligence(s) / talent(s) 

III. Controversial Issues In Society And Schools That Impact Special Education 
A. Prevention and early intervention 
B. Cultural diversity and its impact on the curriculum 
C. Clinical evaluation and psycho-educational evaluation 
D. Inclusive schools 
E. Transition Services 
F. Technological assistance 
G. Roles and responsibilities of the teacher in the inclusive school (exploration 

and through the course) 
IV. Laws and Public Educational Policy in Puerto Rico 

A. Federal and State Laws 
1. Act #51 of the Commonwealth of P.R. 
2. To amend the Education of the Handicapped Act (Public Law 101-

476) 
3. Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (Public Law 102-119) 
4. Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)  
5. Other 

B. Related educational public policy 
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V. Fundamentals For The Identification And Evaluation Of Students With Special 
Educational Needs 
A. Eligibility criteria for special education 
B. Physical evaluation 

1. Medical evaluation 
2. Case history 

C. Assessment in the following areas: 
1. Self-care and independent living 
2. Social maturity 
3. Motor skills (mobility, manipulation, etc.) 
4. Communication and language 
5. Academic skills 
6. Affective development/social interaction skills 
7. Inclusion 

D. Systematic evaluation 
1. Evaluation of the family and the impact of exceptionality on it 
2. Evaluation of the school and the community and its impact on the 

student with special educational needs 
E. Technological assistance 

1. Definition of technology assistance 
2. Myths and realities of technological assistance 
3. Technology assistance equipment 
4. Technology support services 
5. The individualized education plan (IEP) and technology assistance 

F. The different exceptionalities 
1. Definition of each exceptionality 
2. Causal factors 
3. Behavioral characteristics 
4. Implications for learning 
5. Instructional planning 
6. Intervention strategies and curricular adaptations 
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METHODOLOGY 
The following strategies from the active learning methodology are recommended: 

● Discussion, forums 
● Colloquiums, panels 
● Demonstrations 
● Collaborative work 
● Case studies 
● Assessment instruments’ design 
● Observation and clinic visits 

 
EVALUATION 

Participation  5% 
Compositions  10% 
Partial assignments  40% 
Oral presentations 20% 
Final project or exam 25% 
Total 100% 

 
LEARNING ASSESSMENT 
The institutional assessment rubric is applied to the course’s core activity. 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Armstrong, T. (2009). Multiple Intelligence in the Classroom (3rd ed.) ASCD.  

Armstrong, T. (2012). El poder de la neurodiversidad. Paidós.  

Bender, W. (2008). Differentiating Instruction for Students with Learning Disabilities (2nd 

ed). Corwin Press.  

Broumlie F., C. Feniak. (2003). Students Diversity: Activities and Strategies to Support 

Special Needs to Support Inclusive Classrooms. Tenhouse.  
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http://dialnet,uniroja.es  

Goodman G. (2002). Inclusive Classrooms from A to Z: A Handbook for Educators. 

Stenhouse.  

Jensen, E. (2010). Different Brains, Different Learners. How to Reach the Hard to 

Reach. (2nd ed.). Corwin Press. 

Shaywitz, S. (2005). Overcoming Dyslexia. Random House.  

Sousa, D. A. (2007). How the Special Needs Brain Learns (2nd ed). Corwin Press.  

Sousa, D. A. (2009). How the Gifted Brain Learns (2nd ed.). Corwin Press.  

Venn, J. (2000). Assessing Children with Special Needs. Merrill/Prentice-Hall. 

ELECTRONIC RESOURCES 

www.educationalworld.com  

Council of Exceptional Children: www.cec.sped.org/  

Learning Disabilities Association: www.Idanatl.org  

Autism Society of America: www.autism-society.org/  

National Down Syndrome Society: www.ndss.org  

National Information Center for Children & Youth: www.naric.com.naric  

Inclusion & Parent Advocacy: http://www.geocities.com/~drm/DRMincl.html  

Dislexia sin barreras: http://www.dislexiasinbarreras.com/area_cientifica.html  

Psicopedagogía: http://www.psicopedagogía.com/dislexia  

For more information resources related to the course’s topics, access the library’s 
webpage http://biblioteca.sagrado.edu/ 
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REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION 
For detailed information on the process and required documentation you should visit the 
corresponding office. To ensure equal conditions, in compliance with the ADA Act (1990) 
and the Rehabilitation Act (1973), as amended, any student in need of reasonable 
accommodation or special assistance must complete the process established by the Vice 
Presidency for Student Affairs. 

• Students participating in the Student Support Program (PAE, in Spanish) shall 
request their reasonable accommodation in PAE’s offices.  

• Students who do not participate in PAE shall request their reasonable 
accommodation at the Integral Wellness Center (Centro de Bienestar Integral, in 
Spanish). 

 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
This policy applies to all students enrolled at Universidad del Sagrado Corazón to take 
courses with or without academic credit. A lack of academic integrity is any act or 
omission that does not demonstrate the honesty, transparency, and responsibility that 
should characterize all academic activity. Any student who fails to comply with the 
Honesty, Fraud, and Plagiarism Policy is exposed to the following sanctions: receive a 
grade of zero in the evaluation and / or repetition of the assignment in the seminar, a 
grade of F (*) in the seminar, suspension, or expulsion as established in the Academic 
Integrity Policy effective in November 2022. 
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