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SYLLABUS
TITLE: Journalism and Literature
COURSE CODE: ECT 315
PREREQUISITE: N/A
CREDITS: 3 credits | 45 contact hours | 1 term
DESCRIPTION

This course explores the relationship between journalism and literature at different levels:
periodical publications as a means for the dissemination of literary writing; the
convergences between journalism and the genre of literary chronicle; journalism as the
starting point for the careers of many writers, and vice versa; and the literary potential of
journalistic subgenres such as opinion columns, editorials, and interviews. The course also
examines the function of newspapers as memory and archival material for creative writers.
By the end of the course, each student will have completed a research project on a
historical event documented in a contemporary newspaper and will have developed a

short story or literary essay based on it.

JUSTIFICATION

This course supports the undergraduate Creative Writing and Literature program’s goal
of expanding the understanding of creative writing as an artistic and interdisciplinary
practice connected to other fields such as journalism, strategic communication, and

audiovisual production.
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COMPETENCES
The course develops the following competencies in students:

e Communication

e Critical Thinking

OBJECTIVES
Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:

1. Identify and explain the connections between journalism and literature.

2. Distinguish the elements of journalistic and literary genres.

3. Compare and contrast different literary manifestations and the influence of news
events or media.

4. Reflect on social and ethical issues through the reading and discussion of literary-
journalistic texts.

5. Write a variety of texts, including reflections, short stories, and essays.

CONTENT

I.  Historical Connections Between Journalism and Literature
A. Relationships and disconnections
B. Periodical publications as a means of literary dissemination
1. Newspapers
2. Literary magazines
[I.  Blurring Boundaries
A. The hybridity of the chronicle
1. Characteristics of a journalistic chronicle
2. Distinctions of literary chronicle

3. Las narices de los perros: Cronicas, Ana Teresa Toro
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lll.  Intersection Between the Newsroom and the Publishing House
A. From newspaper pages to a bestseller
1. The Story of a Shipwrecked Sailor, Gabriel Garcia Marquez
B. Images that impact, words that move
1. “We Are Made of Mud,” Isabel Allende
C. Alyrical obituary
1. “Requiem,” José Hierro
D. The birth of the nonfiction novel
1. In Cold Blood, Truman Capote
V. In Print: Literature in Journalistic Subgenres
A. Opinion columns in the voices of writers
1. Cezanne Cardona Morales, El Nuevo Dia
2. Mario Vargas Llosa, El Pais
B. Interviews
1. Rosa Montero, El Pais
V. Convergences Between Digital and Print Media
A. Literature and journalism in a blog
1. Generacion Y, Yoani Sanchez
2. Literary tweeting

a. La cueva del ciclope, Arturo Pérez-Reverte

METHODOLOGY
The following active learning strategies are recommended:

e Flipped classroom

e Collaborative learning

e Discussions and debates

e \Writing exercises, including reviews and reflections

e Guest lectures
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EVALUATION
Compositions 25%
Oral presentation 20%
Partial assignment 25%
Final project 30%
TOTAL 100%

LEARNING ASSESSMENT

The institutional assessment rubric is applied to the central course activity.
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Additional resources: http://biblioteca.sagrado.edu/

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION

To obtain detailed information about the process and required documentation, students
must visit the appropriate office. To ensure equal conditions, in compliance with the ADA
(1990) and the Rehabilitation Act (1973), as amended, any student requiring reasonable
accommodations or special assistance must complete the process established by the

Office of the Vice Presidency for Academic Affairs.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY

This policy applies to all students enrolled at Universidad del Sagrado Corazoén, whether
taking courses for academic credit or not. A violation of academic integrity is any act or
omission that fails to demonstrate the honesty, transparency, and responsibility expected
in academic work. Students who violate policies regarding honesty, fraud, or plagiarism
may receive a grade of zero, be required to redo the assignment, receive an F(*) in the
course, or face suspension or expulsion, as established in the Academic Integrity Policy

(effective November 2022).
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