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Description

In this course, students read and examine contemporary fiction, poetry, and creative
nonfiction in Spanish American and Caribbean literature, both within the region and in
the United States, with an emphasis on Puerto Rican literature. The course highlights
the concerns, questions, and aesthetic sensibilities that seem to define the current
moment in literature. The course also includes an analysis of the relationship between
contemporary literature and political, social, and community movements, among other
emerging issues.

Justification

This course promotes the study of literature from broad, diverse, and inclusive critical
perspectives and fosters the development of contemporary literature by training
creative, bold, and critical writers.

COMPETENCIES

The course develops the following competencies in students:
e Critical Thinking
e Communication
e Research and Exploration

OBJECTIVES
Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:
1. Conceptualize contemporary society and its impact on literature.
2. Understand literature from the perspective of literary theory and its connection to
social phenomena.
3. ldentify thematic intersections in contemporary literature.
4. Analyze the relationship between contemporary literature and political, social,
and community movements.
5. Write critical analyses and literary reviews.
6. Research the most relevant aspects and events related to the writers and works
studied.



7. Evaluate the literary canon of the Puerto Rican diaspora in the United States.

Content

l.  Introduction to Contemporary Literature
A. Definition and Timeline
B. “Technocultural” and global overview
1. Background of “technoculture”
a. World War Il and the Cold War
b. Technological Innovations
2. The ldea of the Global Village
a. Marshall Herbert McLuhan
b. Conceptualization of Contemporary Society
3. Characteristics of Contemporary Literature
[I.  Literary Theories in the 20th and 21st Centuries
A. Cultural Studies
1. Feminist theory
a. Simone de Beauvoir
b. Judith Butler
2. Queer Theory
a. Michel Foucault
b. Teresa de Laurentis
3. Race and Ethnicity
a. Peter Wade
lll.  Manifestations in Contemporary Literature
A. Perspectives on AIDS and the LGBTT Community
1. Loco afan, Pedro Lemebel
B. Eroticism from a Caribbean Perspective
1. *Caribbean Erotic: Poetry, Prose & Essay*, Opal Palmer Adesa
and Donna Azar Weir-Soley (eds.)
C. Afro-Descent and Racial Reaffirmation
1. Afrolirico Poetry Collection, Michael Cruz Rodriguez, “Dulce Coco”
D. Atmospheric Phenomena and the Vulnerability of the Modern
1. Before the Light Arrives, Mayra Santos Febres
E. Economic Crisis and Protest
1. 400 Nuevos Soles, Cindy Jiménez Vera
2. Birth Debt, Mara Pastor
F. Everyday Violence
1. Daddy, Rita Indiana
2. They Say That Those Who Sleep, Sergio Gutiérrez Negron
3. Return to the Dark Valley, Santiago Gamboa

IV.  Contemporary Voices in Puerto Rican Literature in and from the United
States
A. Ode to the Diasporican, Maria Teresa Fernandez, “Mariposa,”
B. Nuyorico, Claridad de la Luz, “La Bruja”



C. Bodega Dreams, Eduardo Quifonez
D. In the Heights, Quiara Alegria Hude
E. Before It Is an Island, It Is a Volcano, Raquel Salas Rivera

METHODOLOGY

The following active learning strategies are recommended:
Flipped classroom
Creative writing exercises

Lectures and workshops led by guest speakers
Peer review

Collaborative work

Group reading

EVALUATION
Essays 25%
Oral presentation 20%
Midterm Assignments 25%
Final project 30%
TOTAL 100%

Student Learning Assessment
The institutional assessment rubric is applied to the core activity of the course.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Barbero, M. I. (2004). Industrialization and Development: An Approach to Contemporary
Economic Processes. Biblos.

Bhabha, H. K., & Aira, C. (2002). The Place of Culture. Manantial.

Bobes Ledn, M., Valdez, P. A., & Gomez Beras, C. R. (2000). The New Cannibals: An
Anthology of the Latest Short Stories from the Hispanic Caribbean; Nuev@s
canibales. Ediciones Union; Editorial Isla Negra; Editora Buho.

Brunner, J. J. (1998). Cultural Globalization and Postmodernity; Breviarios del Fondo de
Cultura Economica: Fondo de Cultura Economica.

Butler, J. (2006). Undoing Gender. Paidoés.

Butler, J. (2007). Gender in Dispute: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity.

Paidds.

Chomsky, N. (1984). The Second Cold War: A Critique of U.S. Foreign Policy, Its
Myths, and Its Propaganda. Studies and Essays: Editorial Critica, Grupo
Editorial Grijalbo: HUROPE.

Cooper, S., & NetLibrary, 1. (2003). Technoculture and Critical Theory in the Service of
the Machine? Routledge Studies in Science, Technology, and Society:
Routledge.

Diaz, L. F. & Zimmerman, M. (2001). Globalization, Nation, Postmodernity: Puerto Rican
Cultural Studies. Ediciones LACASA.

Estrada Ortiz, B. E. (2011). Information and Communication Technologies as a
Distinctive Feature of Contemporary Culture.



Ewen, S. (1991). All the Images of Consumerism: The Politics of Style in Contemporary
Culture. The 1990s. National Council for Culture and the Arts: Grijalbo.

Flores, J. (1997). “Puerto Rican Literature in the United States: Stages and
Perspectives.” *La venganza de Cortijo y otros ensayos*. Ediciones
Huracan. pp. 131-155.

Garcia Canclini, N. (1990). Hybrid Cultures: Strategies for Entering and Leaving Modernity.
Grijalbo.

Kriedte, P., Medick, H., & Schlumbohm, J. (1986). Industrialization Before Industrialization:
Critique/History. Editorial Critica.

Morell, H. R. (2008). Words on the Pages: Essays on Contemporary Latin
American Literature; Essays on Contemporary Latin American Literature.
University of Puerto Rico Press.

Pardo, M. L., Nobia, M. V., & Aranovich, L. (2000). Globalization and New Technologies.
Biblos Publishing.

Rivera Lassén, A. |., & Crespo Kebler, E. (2017). Documents of Feminism in Puerto Rico:
Facsimiles of History. University of Puerto Rico Press.

Rodriguez Beruff, J., & Bolivar Fresneda, J. L. Puerto Rico in World War II: The
Regional Context.

Torres, V. F. (2011a). Dictionary of Contemporary Puerto Rican Authors: Plaza Mayor.

Viqueira, V. (2016). Application of Basic Concepts of Gender and Language Theory.

Wade, P. (2000). Race and Ethnicity in Latin America. Abya.Yala Publications.

You can find more information resources related to the course topics on the library’s
website at http://biblioteca.sagrado.edu/

Reasonable Accomodation

For detailed information on the process and required documentation, please visit the
appropriate office. To ensure equal opportunity, in compliance with the ADA (1990) and
the Rehabilitation Act (1973), as amended, any student who requires Reasonable
Accomodation or special assistance must complete the process established by the Vice-
Presidency for Academic Affairs.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

This policy applies to all students enrolled at the Universidad del Sagrado Corazén to
take courses with or without academic credit. A breach of academic integrity is any act
or omission that fails to demonstrate the honesty, transparency, and responsibility that
should characterize all academic activity. Any student who violates the policy on
honesty, fraud, and plagiarism is subject to the following sanctions: a grade of zero on
the assessment and/or having to redo the seminar assignment; a grade of F(*) in the
seminar; or suspension or expulsion, as established in the Academic Integrity Policy
document effective November 2022.
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