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DESCRIPTION 

  

This course is intended for Communication students. It introduces them to the study of legislation, 

jurisprudence, and federal and state regulations applicable to mass media, and to the professional 

practice related to this field. 

  

JUSTIFICATION 

  

It is of paramount importance that professional communicators are knowledgeable about the legal 

doctrines that impact communication. The lack of knowledge of legal aspects of communication   

contributes to undermine the resources of employers, clients, and society in general.  

Communicators should also be knowledgeable about the laws that apply to them as entrepreneurs 

and employees in the social communication scenario. 

  

OBJECTIVES 

  

By the end of this course, students will be able to: 

  

1.Define concepts, vocabulary and legal terms, as well as policies applicable to mass media. 

2. Analyze and explain the ways in which the laws may affect freedom of speech, and how they 

operate and influence media communications as a social change agent. 

3. Discuss different legal theories that interpret the First Amendment. 

4. Identify and explain background, development, advances, and limitations of freedom of speech 

in our society. 

5. Identify and differentiate legal doctrines, laws and government agencies that regulate 

communication media and communication in general. 

6.  Recognize and analyze basic advertisement regulations, especially regarding deceptive 

advertisements, and the reasoning behind such laws and regulations. 

7. Know the legal dispositions regarding the protection of intellectual property and its applications. 

  

COURSE CONTENT 

  

1. Introduction to the Judicial System   
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    A. Introduction and general concepts applicable to Mass Media 

    B. Separation of Powers 

    C. Constitutional Rights 

    D. Basic concepts of judicial procedures 

  

2. Rule of Law and Freedom of Speech 

    A. Historic background and general concepts in Rule of Law and Freedom of Speech 

    B. Legal system and its relationship with social communication:  basic concepts 

    C. Freedom of Speech: Constitutional aspects 

     D. Legal theories behind First Amendment interpretation 

  

3. The press and freedom of speech limitations 

    A. Censorship and previous censorship 

    B.  Content regulation 

        1) National Security: sedition 

        2) Right to privacy 

        3) Obscenity and other dispositions 

        4) Truth and previous government approval 

    C. Regulation of "time, place and manner" of public expressions. 

         1) Peace and public order 

         2) Journalistic investigation: Access to judicial hearings, executive privileges, 

              gag order, protection of information sources. 

         3) Traditional and designated public forums   

  

4. Civil responsibilities (liability) in Communications 

   A. Protection of privacy – personal and of property 

   B. Libel, defamation and slander   

   C. Self-image and previous consent requisites in commercial communication   

      

5. Communication regulations 

   A. Mass media regulations 

       1) History and public policy in communications regulation 

       2) Jurisdiction and competence of administrative agencies 

           a. Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 

           b. Federal Trade Commission (FTC) 

           c. Telecommunications Regulation Board (JRTC, for its Spanish acronym) 

           d. Department of Consumer Affairs (DACO, for its Spanish acronym) 

B.  Intellectual Property regulations and the protection of artistic, industrial or commercial       

creation 

       1) Copyright 
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       2) Author’s moral rights 

   C. Advertisement regulations 

       1) False and deceptive advertisement, unfair commercial practices, advertising exaggeration,         

 comparative advertisements, "bait and switch" 

   D. Internet communication regulations 

       1) Cybersquatting 

       2) Creative Commons and other forms of licensing 

       3) Spam and other distribution practices 

       4) Domain Registers 

       5) Service provider responsibilities 

  

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 

  

A.     Class conference 

B.     Case studies 

C.   Web-based resources 

  

EVALUATION 

  

A.     Weekly assignments on the web (75%) 

B.     Final exam (25%) 
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Library of  Congress: http://www.loc.gov/index.html 
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Telecommunication; 47 C.F.R.: https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/47/   

Telecommunication; 47 U.S.C.: https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/47 

The Watergate Story: 
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