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Syllabus

Title: Principles of Creative Design

Code: CCO 102

CREDITS: 3 credits | 45 contact hours | 1 term

Description

This course provides an introduction to the elements of two-dimensional digital design, 
exposing students to color and monochromatic design, typography, vector graphics, 
principles of composition, and different approaches to creating solutions for design 
problems. It also demonstrates techniques for creating assets to visualize design 
concepts, from sketching and production to an introduction to creating templates for a 
project. Students will receive training in the basic workflow of industry-standard design 
software such as Adobe Illustrator and Adobe Photoshop, among others. The course 
provides students with insight into and an understanding of digital design processes.

Justification

In disciplines related to digital design, an introductory course is necessary to familiarize 
students with the fundamental concepts, software, and tools of creative digital design. 
Before unleashing their creativity to effectively implement solutions to problems through 
design, students must be familiar with design principles and the various approaches, 
workflows, and tools used in the industry. In this way, students are prepared to advance 
in the discipline of creative design with a solid foundation of principles and 
fundamentals. The knowledge acquired is applicable to any area within digital design.
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COMPETENCIES

The course develops the following competencies in students:

● Communication
● Ethical Reflection

OBJECTIVES

By the end of the course, students will be able to:

1. Recognize the importance and impact of digital design on the creative industries.

2. Understand the basic concepts and principles of creative digital design.

3. Use design software, its respective tools, and applications at a beginner level.

4. Apply design techniques, tools, and concepts to design and create digital assets.

Content

I. General Concepts

A. The Evolution of Digital Creative Design Throughout History
B. Basic concepts and terminology of creative design
C. Uses and practices of creative design.

II. Tools for Digital Creative Design

A. General Navigation Guide for Adobe Illustrator or Adobe Photoshop
B. Design Tools in Adobe Illustrator or Adobe Photoshop

III. Creating Elements

A. Applying Tools to Create Graphic Elements
B. Organization and Workflow
C. Preparing Elements for Different Media
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IV. Composition and Design
A. Artistic and creative concepts in the design process
B. Creating design proposals to solve problems

METHODOLOGY

The following active learning strategies are recommended:

• Design Thinking
• Project-based learning
• Discussions, forums, debates, or panels
• Collaborative learning
• Oral presentations and multimedia resources
• Critical analysis of readings

ASSESSMENT

Essays 30%
Class Participation 10%
Midterm exams 40%
Project or (Final) Exam 20%
Total 100%

Student Learning Assessment

The institutional assessment rubric is applied to the core activity of the course.
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ELECTRONIC RESOURCES

Course Website

You can find additional information resources related to the course topics 
on the library’s website at http://biblioteca.sagrado.edu/

Reasonable Accomodation
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For detailed information on the process and required documentation, please visit the 
appropriate office. To ensure equal opportunity, in compliance with the ADA (1990) and 
the Rehabilitation Act (1973), as amended, any student who needs Reasonable 
Accomodation or special assistance must complete the process established by the 
Vice-Presidency for Academic Affairs.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

This policy applies to all students enrolled at the Universidad del Sagrado Corazón to 
take courses with or without academic credit. A breach of academic integrity is any act 
or omission that fails to demonstrate the honesty, transparency, and responsibility that 
should characterize all academic activity. Any student who violates the policy on 
honesty, fraud, and plagiarism is subject to the following sanctions: a grade of zero on 
the assessment and/or having to redo the seminar assignment; a grade of F(*) in the 
seminar; or suspension or expulsion, as established in the Academic Integrity Policy 
document effective November 2022.
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