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Description

Study of aspects related to human and animal life from the perspective of ethical 
values and bioethics as a philosophical discipline. The course reflects on various 
philosophical theories and schools of thought and their influence on the foundations of 
human rights and bioethics, serving as an interdisciplinary bridge between the 
humanities and the sciences.

Justification
New technologies that use the genome of species as experimental material compel us 
to take a stance on issues that generally fall outside the ethical framework of our mental 
models. Genetic engineering, which has made it possible to manipulate the genome of 
species by artificially recombining elements that would not occur in nature, demands 
new ways of defining life and, above all, human life. Discoveries regarding the structure 
and manipulation of the DNA molecule, findings on the human genome and its 
relationship with the environment through epigenetics, and the new options offered by 
assisted reproduction require the adoption of new rational paradigms accompanied by 
genuine moral and professional responsibility.



COMPETENCIES

The course develops the following competencies in students:
● Critical Thinking
● Research and Exploration
● Ethical Reflection

OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:

1. Identify the role and development of bioethics as a philosophical discipline.
2. Explain the various philosophical schools of thought and ethical theories and how 

they influence our personal, professional, and scientific value systems.
3. Present the epistemological and ethical status of human rights and their application 

in technological, medical, and ecological development.
4. Apply the principles of bioethics in the analysis of cases relevant to scientific and 

medical research, especially in issues related to the beginning and end of human 
life.

5. Recognize that scientific research and genetic engineering, in experiments involving 
human subjects, non-rational animals, and plants, have bioethical implications 
regarding justice and the common good in general.

6. Reflect on and evaluate science as a human activity that generates knowledge, 
as well as the applications of the new knowledge that emerges from it and that 
challenge the fundamental values upon which our culture is based.

7. Identify the ethical and ecological implications of scientific biotechnology and 
its application to genetically modified organisms and foods.

8. To recognize the importance of ethical values in the process of developing 
ourselves as responsible professionals.



Content

I. History and Foundations of Bioethics

A. Definition, academic role, and historical development of bioethics
B. Current Ethical Models and Theories:

1. Definition and function of ethical theory
2. Aristotle’s Virtue Ethics
3. Kantian deontology and the four bioethical principles
4. Consequentialism: John Stuart Mill’s utilitarianism
5. The Morality of Eugenio María de Hostos

II. Bioethics and Human Rights

A. The Problem of Moral Judgments and the Ethical Status of Human Rights
B. Declarations on Human Rights and the Bill of Rights in the Constitution of 
Puerto Rico
C. Human Dignity: The Bioethical Foundation of Human Rights
D. The Relationship and Distinction Between Law and Justice

III. Genetic Engineering and Clinical Bioethics:

A. Bioethical Challenges of Genetic Engineering
B. Scientific Research and Experimentation on Human Subjects:

a. Universal Declaration on the Human Genome and Human 
Rights (UNESCO)

b. International Declaration on Human Genetic Data (UNESCO)
c. Universal Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights (UNESCO)
d. Professional Ethical Integrity in Scientific Research Involving Human 

Subjects



IV. Bioethical Issues Concerning the Beginning and End of Human Life:

A. Induced Abortion and the Status of Unborn Human Life
a. Types of Induced Abortion
b. The Legalization of Abortion: The Roe v. Wade Case
c. Ethical Stances on Induced Abortion

B. Disposing of One’s Own Life; Euthanasia and Medically Assisted Suicide
1. Types of Abortion
2. The Biological and Bioethical Status of the Human Embryo

C. Current Legislation on Euthanasia and Medically Assisted Suicide
1. Medically Assisted Suicide and Its Legal and Ethical Conflict
2. Death, a human reality
3. Types of Euthanasia (Euthanasia, Anti-euthanasia, Octothanasia)
4. The right to die with dignity

V. Environmental bioethics and the challenge of genetic technology

A. Main Causes of the Ecological and Environmental Crisis
B. Bioethics and Biotechnology: The Debate Over 

Genetically Modified Seeds and Foods
C. Bioethical Foundations of a Responsible and Compassionate Ecology

METHODOLOGY

The following active learning strategies are recommended:

• Case study method
• Collaborative learning
• Discussions, forums, debates, or panels
• Simulations



ASSESSMENT
Part-time jobs 40%
Participation 15%
Compositions 20%
Final Project or Exam 25%
Total 100%

Student Learning Assessment

The institutional assessment rubric is applied to the core activity of the course.
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Reasonable Accomodation
For detailed information on the process and required documentation, please visit the 
appropriate office. To ensure equal opportunity, in compliance with the ADA (1990) and the 
Rehabilitation Act (1973), as amended, any student who requires Reasonable 
Accomodation or special assistance must complete the process established by the Vice-
Presidency for Academic Affairs.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
This policy applies to all students enrolled at the Universidad del Sagrado Corazón to take 
courses with or without academic credit. A breach of academic integrity is any act or 
omission that fails to demonstrate the honesty, transparency, and responsibility that should 
characterize all academic activity. Any student who violates the policy on honesty, fraud, 
and plagiarism is subject to the following sanctions: a grade of zero on the assessment 
and/or having to redo the seminar assignment; a grade of F(*) in the seminar; or 
suspension or expulsion, as established in the Academic Integrity Policy document, 
effective November 2022.
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