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DESCRIPTION

This course is aimed at Communication students and introduces them to the study of
legislation, jurisprudence, and regulations at the state and federal level that are applicable
to the media and management for professionals within such communications media.

JUSTIFICATION

It is of vital importance that the professional communicator knows the legal doctrines that
affect communication. Ignorance of the legal aspects of communication contributes to
inefficiently committing the resources of employers, clients, and society in general.
Communicators must also know the laws that apply to them as managers or employees
in the social communication scenario.

COMPETENCES
The course develops in the student the following competences:

e Critical thinking
e Communication

OBJECTIVES
At the end of the course, students will be trained to:

1. Define concepts, vocabulary, and legal and political terminology applicable to
mass media.

2. Analyze and explain how the law regulates freedom of expression and how it
operates and influences mass media as an agent of social change.



. Discuss the different legal theories to interpret the right to freedom of expression.

. ldentify and explain the background, development, achievements, and limitations

of the rights of expression in our society.

. Identify and differentiate the legal doctrines, statutes, and government agencies

that regulate mass media and other forms of communication.

. Recognize and analyze the basic regulations governing advertisements,

specifically misleading advertisements, and the reason why laws exist to control
them.

. Know the legal provisions on intellectual property protection and its applications.

CONTENT

Introduction to the Legal System

A. Introduction and General Concepts applicable to Mass Media
B. Division of Powers

C. Constitutional Rights

D. Basic Concepts of Legal Actions

Law and Freedom of Expression

A. Historical background and fundamental general concepts on the right to
freedom of expression and freedom of expression itself

B. The legal system and its relation to social communication: fundamental
notions on the law and freedom of expression

C. Freedom of expression rights: Constitutional aspects or theory of freedom of
expression

D. Legal theories for the interpretation of the First Amendment

Limitations on the Rights of Expression and of the Press

A. Censorship and Prior Censorship
B. Content Rules
1. National Security: Sedition
2. The Right to Privacy
3. Obscenity and Other Provisions
4. Truth and Prior Government Regulation
C. Regulation of "Time, Place, and Manner" of Expression.
1. Peace and Public Order
2. Investigative Journalism: Access to Court Proceedings, Executive
Privileges, Gag Orders, Source Protection
3. Traditional and Designated Public Forums

Liability for Communication Damages



A. Protection of Personal and Property Privacy
B. Libel and Defamation
C. Likenesses and Prior Consent Requirements in Commercial Communication

V. Regulation of Communications

A. Telecommunications Regulation
1. History and Public Policy of Communications Regulations
2. Jurisdiction and Competence of Various Administrative Agencies
a. Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
b. Federal Trade Commission (FTC)
c. Telecommunications Regulatory Board (JRTC, Spanish acronym)
d. Department of Consumer Affairs (DACO, Spanish acronym)
B. Regulation of Intellectual Property and Protection of Artistic, Industrial or
Commercial Creativity
1. Copyright
2. The Moral Rights of the Author
C. Regulation of Advertisements
1. False or Misleading Advertising, Unfair Trade Practices, Advertising Hype,
Comparative Advertising, "Bait and Switch."
D. Regulation of Cybercommunication
Cybersquatting
Creative Commons and other forms of licensing
Spam and distribution practices
Domain registration
Service Provider Liability

Al

METHODOLOGY

The following strategies of the active learning methodology are recommended:

e Lectures by the professor
e Discussion of cases
e \Web resources

EVALUATION
Weekly web jobs 75%
Final exam 25%
Total 100%



LEARNING ASSESSMENT

The institutional assessment rubric is applied to the core activity of the course.
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REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION

To obtain detailed information on the process and the required documentation, you must
visit the corresponding office. To guarantee equal conditions, in compliance with the ADA
(1990) and the Rehabilitation Act (1973), as amended, all students who need reasonable
accommodation services or special assistance must complete the process established by
the Vice Presidency for Academic Affairs.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

This policy applies to all students enrolled at Universidad del Sagrado Corazén to take
courses with or without academic credit. A lack of academic integrity is any act or
omission that does not demonstrate the honesty, transparency, and responsibility that
should characterize all academic activity. Any student who fails to comply with the
Honesty, Fraud, and Plagiarism Policy is exposed to the following sanctions: receive a
grade of zero in the evaluation and/or repetition of the assignment in the seminar, a grade
of F (*) in the seminar, suspension, or expulsion as established in the Academic Integrity
Policy effective in November 2022.
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