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SYLLABUS 

TITLE: Construction of an Ideal Society 
CODE: GCC 201 
PREREQUISITE: GCC 101  
CREDITS: 3 credits | 45 contact hours | 1 term  

DESCRIPTION 
This course will study how the different models of societies in the world have emerged 
and developed: imaginaries of the ideal society, religious crises, the Reformation and 
Counter-Reformation, the revolutions of the eighteenth century, the concept of political 
independence and its effect on Puerto Rico, and the revolutions, dictatorships, and the 
search for peace in Latin America in the twentieth century. It will examine the historical 
context and the various social effects of these models today and their literary, plastic, or 
musical references and representations. 

JUSTIFICATION 
This course promotes the comprehension of history and the critical vision necessary for 
students to understand and question the social configuration of their reality and to 
participate in the change and development of a more authentically Christian society, 
united in justice and peace. 

COMPETENCIES 
The course develops the following competencies in students: 

● Critical questioning 
● Communication 

OBJECTIVES 
After completion of the course, students will be able to: 

1. Distinguish the imaginaries of the ideal society as elaborated by various thinkers.  
2. Analyze theological approaches and their impact on society. 
3. Reflect on the role of the individual in the construction of society. 
4. Discuss different movements and their cultural, economic, and social effects. 
5. Analyze current transformative social problems and proposals. 
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CONTENTS 
I. Imaginaries of the “Ideal Society” 

A. The notions of utopia and dystopia 
B. Classical background 

1. Plato, The Republic 
2. Thomas More, Utopia 

II. Religious Crises of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries: The Search for 
Order 

A. The Reformation and Counter-Reformation 
B. Wars of religion 

III. Ideological and Social Transformations in the Eighteenth Century 

A. Industrial Revolution 
B. French Revolution 
C. American Revolutionary War 

IV. Nineteenth Century: Independence as an Ideal 

A. Wars of independence: Spanish colonies 
B. Spanish-American War 
C. Puerto Rico from 1898 

1. Change of domination and the new colonial order 

V. Twentieth Century: Revolutions, Dictatorships, and the Search for Peace in Latin 
America 
A. Revolutions: 

1. Mexico 
2. Cuba 
3. Nationalism in Puerto Rico 

B. Cold war: dictatorships, terror, and disappearances 
1. Dominican Republic 
2. Chile 
3. Argentina 
4. Others  

C. Social and intellectual movements  
1. Indigenist movements 
2. Feminist movements 
3. Environmental movements 
4. Others  
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METHODOLOGY 
The following strategies from the active learning methodology are recommended: 

● Flipped classroom: critical analysis of readings 
● Role playing: debates and representations 
● Collaborative learning 
● Implementation of graphic organizers: maps, timelines, etc. 

EVALUATION 
Partial assignments   25% 
Participation    25% 
Compositions   25% 
Final project or exam  25% 
TOTAL 100% 

LEARNING ASSESSMENT 
The institutional assessment rubric is applied to the course’s core activity. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Altares, G. (2017, January 27). La llegada de Trump convierte '1984' en superventas en 

EE UU. 

https://elpais.com/cultura/2017/01/26/actualidad/1485423697_413624.html  

Álvarez, J. (1996). En el tiempo de las mariposas. Editora Taller. 

Atwood, M. (1996). The Handmaid’s Tale. Vintage. 

Cisneros, O. C. (2013). Utopía, distopía e ingravidez: reconfiguraciones cosmológicas 

en la narrativa postsoviética cubana. Iberoamericana Editorial Vervuert. 

Cortázar, J. (1996). Cuentos completos. Alfaguara. 

Cruz Monclova, L. (1952-1964). Historia de Puerto Rico (siglo XIX) (Vol. 5). Editorial 

Universitaria. 

García Pérez, J. M. (1992). América Latina, treinta años de transformaciones, 1962-

1992. Universidad Pontificia de Comillas. 

https://elpais.com/cultura/2017/01/26/actualidad/1485423697_413624.html


 

4 

Verne, J. (2011). Around the world in 80 days. Papercutz. 

Emmerich, R. (Director). (2000). The Patriot [Motion picture]. Columbia Pictures. 

Estades, M. E. (1988). La presencia militar de Estados Unidos en Puerto Rico, 1898- 

1918. Intereses estratégicos y dominación colonial. Ediciones Huracán. 

Farman, J., & Beatty, P. N. (2000). La superbreve historia de la revolución industrial. 

Molino. 

Fernández, F. C., & Miguel, G. C. (2008). La utopía en la literatura y en la historia. 

Universidad de Murcia, Servicio de Publicaciones. 

Gutiérrez, R. R. (2015). Historia mínima de la Revolución cubana. El Colegio de 

México. 

Huxley, A. (1988). Un mundo feliz. Plaza & Janés. 

Hooper, T. (Director), Mackintosh, C., Bevan, T., Fellner, E., & Hayward, D. 

(Producers), & Nicholson, W., Boublil, A., Schönberg, C., & Kretzmer, H. 

(Writers). (2012). Les misérables [Motion picture]. Universal Pictures.  

Imani Kasai, K. (2018). Writing a Better Ending: How Feminist Utopian Literature 

Subverts Patriarchy. American Journal of Economics & Sociology, 77(5), 1377–

1406. https://doi.org/10.1111/ajes.12257 

Llosa, M. V., & Granés, C. (2011). Sables y utopías: Visiones de América Latina. 

Alfaguara. 

López Bauza, J. (2018). El resplandor de Luzbella. Planeta. 

Martí, J., & Fountain, A. (2012). Versos sencillos. Ediciones Boloña. 

Gutiérrez Alea, T. (Director). (1972). Memories of underdevelopment [Motion picture]. 

Instituto Cubano del Arte e Industria Cinematográfica. 
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Moro, T. (2000). Utopía. Porrúa. 

Morrison, T. (2017). A mercy. Vintage International 

Orwell, G. (1949). 1984. Ishi Press International. 

Picó, F. (2004). 1898: La guerra después de la guerra. Ediciones Huracán. 

Picó, F. (1986). Historia general de Puerto Rico (3rd ed. revised and augmented). 

Huracán. 

Polanski, R. (Director). (2005). Oliver Twist [Motion picture]. 

Pollack, S., & Horberg, W. (Producers), & Minghella, A. (Writer). (2003). Cold Mountain 

[Motion picture]. Miramax. 

Play, A. (2018, October 9). La guerra de Cuba y el desastre del 98. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sVNdLSY1HDo  

Servier, J. (1982). La utopía (E. C. Zenzes, Trans.). Fondo de Cultura Económica. 

Ureña, P. H., & Rama, A. (1989). La utopía de América. Biblioteca Ayacucho. 

Valls, A. D. (2008). Descenso literario a los infiernos demográficos: Distopía y 

población. Anagrama. 

For more information resources related to the course’s topics, access the library’s 
webpage http://biblioteca.sagrado.edu/  

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION  

For detailed information on the process and required documentation you should visit the 
corresponding office. To ensure equal conditions, in compliance with the ADA Act (1990) 
and the Rehabilitation Act (1973), as amended, any student in need of reasonable 
accommodation or special assistance must complete the process established by the Vice 
Presidency for Academic Affairs. 
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ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

This policy applies to all students enrolled at Universidad del Sagrado Corazón to take 
courses with or without academic credit. A lack of academic integrity is any act or 
omission that does not demonstrate the honesty, transparency, and responsibility that 
should characterize all academic activity. Any student who fails to comply with the 
Honesty, Fraud, and Plagiarism Policy is exposed to the following sanctions: receive a 
grade of zero in the evaluation and/or repetition of the assignment in the seminar, a grade 
of F (*) in the seminar, suspension, or expulsion as established in the Academic Integrity 
Policy effective in November 2022. 
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