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SYLLABUS
TITLE: Development of the Puerto Rican Nation
CODING: HIS 212
PREREQUISITE: N/A
CREDITS: 3 credits | 45 contact hours | 1 term
DESCRIPTION

Panoramic view of the historical process of Puerto Rico with special emphasis on the
social, economic, and political aspects of the 19, 20", and early 21t centuries. Topics
such as the genesis of nationality, the laws that forged the Puerto Rican state, the
ideologies and political parties in Puerto Rico, the future in a society that has not reached
a consensus regarding its political definition, and the social and economic forces that
have influenced our trajectory as a people will be discussed. The social and economic
forces that have influenced our trajectory as a people will be discussed as well.

JUSTIFICATION

Knowledge of Puerto Rico's history is of vital importance to understand its origins, its
formative process as a nation, and its idiosyncrasy. By knowing the past, the present will
be more clearly understood and a better future will be projected. This course offers the
academic experience of a critical and effective approach to understanding today’s main
debates and problems.

COMPETENCIES

The course develops the following competencies in the student:

Critical questioning
° Ethical sense and social justice
° Research and exploration



OBJECTIVES

At the end of the course, the student will be able to:

1.ldentify the most significant historical events of Puerto Rican society from its origins to
the present, with special attention to the 19", 20", and 215t centuries.

2.Interpret and analyze the formative processes of the Puerto Rican nation.

3.Perform a deeper historical-social and cultural analysis from various perspectives:
gender, class, race, and ideologies, among others.

4 .Integrate topics and situations relevant to the Puerto Rican reality as a part of the
Caribbean and Latin America into the discussions.

5.Produce educational material that contributes knowledge to some aspect of Puerto
Rican cultural, political, artistic, community, sports, and scientific activities.

6.Promote a civic identity within the Puerto Rican historical context that inspires students
to act as responsible agents in today's society.

CONTENTS

A.
1.
2.

The formative centuries (XVI to XVIII)

Introduction
Initial Reflection: "History, for what?"
Times in History: Short-Term Events and Junctures as Intermediate Time and

Structures
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The Founding Peoples

Pre-Columbian Cultures

The Spanish

Africans

Mining and Agricultural Development

Military Policy and Smuggling

Demography and Society (17th and 18th centuries)
The Bourbon Reforms: Their Nature and Impact

he 19th century

Spain and Puerto Rico, 1800-1837

The ups and downs of Spanish politics and their effects on Puerto Rico
Constitutional periods

Separatists: the different visions and projects of independence
Reforms

Return to absolutism — awaiting Special Laws

Economic Development

Labor
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Rise and decline of sugar
Sugar in Cuba and Puerto Rico
Coffee and the mountains
Political Scaffolding: The Spanish Colonial Government
Spain's policy towards Puerto Rico from de la Torre to 1898.
Political currents
The reformists: assimilationists and autonomists
Conservatives: “unconditionalism”
The speech on "The Great Puerto Rican Family"
The Change in Colonial Domination
The Spanish-Cuban-American War
The military government
Puerto Rican reaction

l1l.The 20th Century
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The New Colonial Order: 1900-1930
The Foraker Act and the Jones Act
The kaleidoscope of Puerto Rican politics: 1900-1930
Realignment of political forces and parties
Feminism, colonialism, and partisan politics
The Suffragette Movement
Economy: From the Haciendas to the Power Plants
Sugar and sugar mills: proletarianization and union struggle
The sewing industry: exploitation of female labor
The Great Depression and its Effects on Puerto Rico
The desperate 1930s: cultural discourse and social reality
Nationalism
Murozista populism
The Popular Party in Power: Their Government
The ideological transformation of the PDP
Creation of the Commonwealth (ELA)
The political model
The economic model
Migration to the United States
Cracks in the Political and Economic Model
New social alignments
The "Manpower" Crisis
Bipartisanship, 1968-2020: NPP and PDP
Alternation in power
The fiscal crisis and recent natural disasters



METHODOLOGY
The following active learning methodology strategies are recommended:

Flipped classroom

Gallery walks
Conferences

Discussion forums

Short tests and exams
Guided readings, videos
Critical analysis questions
Documentaries
Presentations

Links to historical archives
Timeline

News

Graphic organizers, timelines
Critical reviews

Interviews

EVALUATION

Participation 15%
Partial works 35%
Compositions 30%
Project or exam (final) 20%

TOTAL 100%

LEARNING ASSESSMENT

The institutional assessment rubric will be applied to the core activity of the course.
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