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DESCRIPTION : 
 
 This three credit course is designed for teachers already working in language 
instruction. Participants will analyze the philosophy behind their own practice, be 
exposed to other educational philosophies, and develop research goals aimed at their 
own teaching and classrooms, and find venues for publication. 
 
 
JUSTIFICATION: 
 
 Effective teachers must be continually reflecting on their practice in the learning 
process. The methodical use of classroom research techniques can create useful 
knowledge for the whole teaching community. 
 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
 
 At the end of the course the students will be able to: 

 
1. Explain the philosophical and theoretical basis of their own pedagogy. 
 
2. Use records of their own classroom practice to develop a research 

project. 
 

3. Collect data related to their classroom practices. 
 

4. Employ written and electronic sources to develop their research project. 
 

5. Write a research statement with a formal problem statement. 
 

6. Plan methodological and analytical procedures. 
 



7. Develop a variety of instruments for collecting data. 
 

8. Write the conclusions of their research in a form suitable for publication. 
 

9. Evaluate the research of others. 
 
 
CONTENT: 
 

I. Background of classroom research 
 A. Definition of qualitative research 

B. History 
    1. Dominance of empiricism 

 2. Philosophers 
   a. Dewey 
   b. Piaget 
   c. Freire 

   C. Justification 
 1. Reality based 
 2. Aware of investigator as component 
 3. Broad-based 
 4. Results oriented 
 5. Aimed at the uniqueness of each class 

 II. Practice 
A. Data gathering  
 1. Ethnography 

a. Setting 
b. Participants 
c. Strategies 

2. Interviews 
 a. Moral aspect 
 b. Preparation 
 3. Review of literature 
 4. Assessment of techniques 
 5. Journal 

B. Collaboration  
 1. Guidelines 
 2. Purpose 
C. Choosing the focus  
 1. On-going process 
 2. Data analysis 

 D.  Instrument design 
 1. Interview 
 2. Questionnaires 
 3. Assessment instruments 

 E.  Data analysis 



 1. Classification 
 2. Organization 
 3. Refinement  
F.  Publication 

 
 
METHODOLOGY:  
 

Small group discussion 
Reading journals 
Field work 
Self-evaluation 
Research projects 
 
 

EVALUATION:   
 

Journal 25% 
 Project design 25% 
 Data 25% 
 Final paper 25% 
    100% 
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