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SYLLABUS 
 

 
TITLE: Introduction to Contemporary Social Analysis  

CODE: TSO 105 

PREREQUISITE: N/A 

CREDITS: 3 credits | 45 contact hours | 1 term  
 
 
DESCRIPTION 

This is an introductory course to the historical events and main contributions of the Social 
Sciences that frame the origins and development of the profession of Social Work. The 
main contemporary social, political, and economic transformations are addressed. 
Through critical dialogue and active learning, the course provides students with the 
knowledge and tools to get started in the analysis of local and global social reality. The 
course is aimed at students interested in considering Social Work as a professional 
career, as well as students from other disciplines. 
 
 
JUSTIFICATION 

The Social Work profession is a discipline of the Social Sciences. For this reason, it is 
essential that students considering this professional training understand their relationship 
with these disciplines. It is important that students are aware of the development, 
contributions, and debates of the Social Sciences. This will provide them with a foundation 
to begin in the analysis of social reality, while unveiling the historical events that framed 
the origins of Social Work as a profession. 
 
 
COMPETENCES 

The course develops the following competences in students: 

● Critical questioning 
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OBJECTIVES 

After completion of the course, students will be able to: 

1. Understand the origin and relevance of the Social Sciences in the contemporary 
world. 

2. Establish the relationship of the Social Sciences with disciplines of study such as 
the Social Work profession. 

3. Learn about some of the main debates in the contemporary Social Sciences. 

4. Reflect on the contributions of the Social Sciences to the critical analysis of local 
and global social reality. 

5. Describe the main historical events linked to the origins of the Social Work 
profession, within the development of social policies and the transformation of 
states. 

6. Consider the impact of economic, political, and social processes on the 
recognition of human rights. 

 

CONTENTS 

I. Introduction 

A. Knowledge and social practices 

1. Non-professional practices 

2. Professional practices 

a. Social work as a profession 

B. Scientific knowledge 

1. Social Sciences and other forms of knowledge 

2. Social Work and the Social Sciences 

II. The Social Sciences and the Contemporary World 

A. Nature and scope of the Social Sciences 

B. Historical background 

C. Relevance of the Social Sciences today 

D. Social Sciences in Puerto Rico 

III.  Analysis of Social Reality 

A. Perspectives 

1. Functionalism - functionalist structural perspective 

2. Conflict theories 

3. Critical theory 
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4. Human rights perspectives 

IV. Politics, Economics, Development, and Contemporary Society 

A. Economic systems and modes of production throughout history 

B. Feudal, industrial, and post-industrial societies 

C. The evolution of types of state and the origins of Social Work 

D. Implications of globalization for human rights 

 

METHODOLOGY 

The following strategies from the active learning methodology are recommended: 

● Discussion groups 

● Concept maps 

● Application exercises 

● Individual & group presentations 

● Written reflections 

● Interactive lecture 

● Literature review 

● Analysis of works of art, photographs, newspapers, and other graphic and film 
media 

● Development of forums, debates, colloquiums, or panels 
 

EVALUATION 

Participation 15% 

Partial assignments 30% 

Composition  25% 

Final project or exam  30% 

Total 100% 
 

LEARNING ASSESSMENT 

The institutional assessment rubric is applied to the course’s core activity. 
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REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION 

For detailed information on the process and required documentation you should visit the 
corresponding office. To ensure equal conditions, in compliance with the ADA Act (1990) 
and the Rehabilitation Act (1973), as amended, any student in need of reasonable 
accommodation or special assistance must complete the process established by the Vice 
Presidency for Student Affairs. 

 Students participating in the Student Support Program (PAE, in Spanish) shall 
request their reasonable accommodation in PAE’s offices.  

 Students who do not participate in PAE shall request their reasonable 
accommodation at the Integral Wellness Center (Centro de Bienestar Integral, in 
Spanish). 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

This policy applies to all students enrolled at Universidad del Sagrado Corazón to take 
courses with or without academic credit. A lack of academic integrity is any act or 
omission that does not demonstrate the honesty, transparency, and responsibility that 
should characterize all academic activity. Any student who fails to comply with the 
Honesty, Fraud, and Plagiarism Policy is exposed to the following sanctions: receive a 
grade of zero in the evaluation and / or repetition of the assignment in the seminar, a 
grade of F (*) in the seminar, suspension, or expulsion as established in the Academic 
Integrity Policy effective in November 2022. 
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