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DESCRIPTION

This course examines and analyses selected prose, poetry, and drama of the Anglophone
Caribbean, as well as translations of select works from the French and Spanish speaking
Caribbean, among others. Students will consider the texts in the light of socio-cultural
values and concerns of colonial, post-colonial, and contemporary realities.

JUSTIFICATION

The Caribbean has a vivid and turbulent history that has inevitably left a mark on literary
processes. Despite colonization by English, French, Spanish, and Dutch, among others,
the region shares more commonalities than differences, which manifest in the rich literary
traditions of the region. Furthermore, the Caribbean Diaspora must also be considered,
as many Caribbean communities have established themselves in the United States,
England, and Canada. With themes ranging from the historical recovery of Afro-
Caribbean experience, multicultural upbringing in the Diaspora, and reconnecting with
ancestral Caribbean beliefs and practices, the exploration of Caribbean literature is key
to understanding the manifestation and disruption of colonization processes, as well as
how the Caribbean refuses to be classified as “the other” within contemporary practice.

COMPETENCES

The course develops in the student the following competences:
e Critical thinking
e Communication

OBJECTIVES

At the end of the course, students will be trained to:

1. Compare and contrast the thematic issues that each author presents as they



write about their experiences in the Caribbean or the Diaspora.

2. Explore how this literature depicts the Caribbean throughout history, ranging from
colonialism and enslavement to present-day commodification as a playground,
and how these processes have impacted local populations. Likewise, the
Indigenous and Afro Caribbean voices that have emerged as a contestation of
colonial writing

3. Analyze and discuss the bildungsroman of regional and diasporic characters that
wrestle with the sweeping changes in socio-cultural and economic structures.

4. Debate and discuss the literature of authors who address contemporary
Caribbean realities, such as the impact of tourism, the commodification of the
region, displacement, and independence movements, among others.

CONTENTS

I. A Brief history of the Caribbean
A. Indigenous ancestry
B. Colonial processes and consequences
C. Analyzing text, film, and other related media
II.  What makes a text Caribbean? Beginnings of a regional literature
A. Historical and cultural context
B. The colonizer’s perspective
C. Rise of local writers
D. Analyzing text, film, and other related media
lll.  Contemporary Caribbean literature
A. Contextualizing multiple perspectives
B. More than a tourism destination: representation
C. Reclaiming a Caribbean identity
D. Exploring discrimination, diasporic experiences, generational
trauma, and economic disparity, among others, through the
literary arts
E. Analyzing text, film, and other related media

METHODOLOGY

The following strategies of the active learning methodology are recommended:
e Lectures e Films and short videos
e Presentations e Debates and dialogue



e Quizzes and tests e Individual and group

e Response writing and assignments

creative writing

EVALUATION
Partial works Quizzes, assignments, and assorted tasks 25%
Oral presentations 25%
Compositions 25%
Project or Exam (Final evaluation) 25%
TOTAL 100%

LEARNING ASSESSMENT

The institutional assessment rubric is applied to the core activity of the course.

COURSE TEXTS

A number of short stories and poems will be available online for students to read.
Novels that must be procured by students will be announced at the start of the
semester, allowing sufficient time to read and analyze.
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REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION

To obtain detailed information on the process and the required documentation, you must
visit the corresponding office. To guarantee equal conditions, in compliance with the ADA
(1990) and the Rehabilitation Act (1973), as amended, all students who need reasonable
accommodation services or special assistance must complete the process established by
the Vice Presidency for Academic Affairs.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

This policy applies to all students enrolled at Universidad del Sagrado Corazén to take
courses with or without academic credit. A lack of academic integrity is any act or
omission that does not demonstrate the honesty, transparency, and responsibility that
should characterize all academic activity. Any student who fails to comply with the
Honesty, Fraud, and Plagiarism Policy is exposed to the following sanctions: receive a
grade of zero in the evaluation and/or repetition of the assignment in the seminar, a grade
of F (*) in the seminar, suspension, or expulsion as established in the Academic Integrity
Policy effective in November 2022.
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